The assistant's guide to radial keratotomy.
1. The role of the ophthalmic assistant in radial keratotomy (RK) patient care involves three basic areas: patient preparation, suite preparation, and RK day. Complications as well as pros and cons of RK are covered. 2. A truly informed consent to RK must be achieved. 3. The key to managing refractive patients is preparation and organization. Every technician working with RK patients should know every detail of the RK practice. The patients must be prepared as well; there should be no real surprises during the postoperative course.